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The following Sermon 1s , W print- 
ed to gratify the wiſhes of an affec- 
tionate people, who are zealous friends to 
the GLORIOUS CAUSE of UNIVERSAL 
LIBERTY. 


WaALwoRTH, Dec. 19, 1788. 
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AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 


X+- HE Church, whom I have the ho- 


nour to ſerve, have deſired me to take the 
African Slave Trade for my ſubject, this 
afternoon : a ſubje& which, of late, has 
excited general concern: a ſubje& on 
which much has been written by many 
maſterly pens: a ſubject ſubmitted to the 
political inveſtigation of the Britiſh Par- 
liament ; to which their attention has been 
invited by petitions from every part of 
the nation. 

The words I have ſelected for my text 
you may find—EzZEKIEL xxvii. 13. 
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Theſe words are, I apprehend, by no 
means foreign to our preſent deſign. We 
will conſider them firſt in their connexion ; 


and then as deicriptive of that inhuman 
branch of commerce which has been long 


maintained on the coaſt of Africa. | 
We will firſt conſider the text in its 


connexion. By attending to the context, 
you will perceive that the words before us 
reſpect the inhabitants of Tyre; who, a- 
mong various other branches of commerce, 
traded the perſons of men.” 

The hiſtory of Tyre is fruitful of im- 


portant inſtruction. A ſerious conſidera- 


tion of its PROSPERITY, its VICES, and 
its PUNISHMENT would ſuggeſt many in- 
tereſting leſſons. You cannot, however, 
expect from me a very circumſtantial ac- 


count of that once flouriſhing, but now 


ruined city : but a brief deſcription I will 
endeavour to give you, that we may ſee 
the fluctuation of human affairs—perceive 
the divinity of revelation ſhining through 
the prophecies— and learn that national 
crimes are productive of national judg- 
ments. 5 : 
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Tyre, you know, was a city of Phœ- 
nicia, built partly on the continent, and 


partly on an iſland almoſt over againſt it, 


called the Old and New Tyre. It appears 
from ſacred and prophane hiſtory, that 
Tyre was a very ancient city. In the 
days of Joſhua it was deſcribed as a * ftrong 
« city*,' and Iſaiah fpeaks of its anti- 
< quity as of ancient days. But, an- 
cient as it was, he calls it © the daughter 
© of Sidon' : for the Sidonians, being 
beſieged by the king of Aſcalon, went in 
ſhips and built Tyre: but the daughter 
ſoon ſurpaſſed the mother city in extent, 
power and riches, and became the moſt 
celebrated place in the world for its trade 


and navigation. Tyre was the ſeat of 


commerce and the centre of riches. Iſaiah 
ſays, © The harveſt of the river is her re- 
venue: that ſhe is the mart of nations : 
that ſhe is the crowning city, whoſe 
© merchants are princes, and her traffick- 


ers the honourable of the earth. ] And 


* Joſh. xix. 29. + Iſai. XXiii. 7. f Ver. 12. 
8 Ver. Zo | Chap. xxiii. 8. 
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And the chapter from woos our text is 
taken, recounts the various nations whoſe 
commodities were brought to Tyre, and 
bought and ſold by the Tyrians. 

The ſituation of Tyre, which was fa- 
vourable to trade, concurred with the in- 
duſtry of its inhabitants to elevate it to 
the empire of the ſeas, and to render it 
the centre of commerce. From the utmoſt 


| bounds of Arabia, Perſia, and India, to 
the moſt weſtern coaſts; from Scythia and 
the northern regions, to Egypt, Æthio- 


pia, and the ſouthern climes ;—all nations 
contributed to accumulate its wealth, 
increaſe its power, and augment its glory. 
Not only the neceſſaries and convenien- 


cles, but the elegancies, the luxuries, of 


life, were brought to its markets, and 
from thence diſperſed over all countries. 


Such was the PROSPERITY of Tyre: 


let us now reflect on the vices of the 


Tyrians; their Pride, their 1 and 


their cruelty. | 
Proſperity 1s too apt to flatter the vanity 


of men, and fill their little minds with 


Pride. The hiſtory of Tyre verifies this 
T remark, 


(7) 


remark. A ſeries of proſperity ſwelled her 
pride. She delighted to conſider her- 


ſelf as the queen of cities ; a queen whoſe 


head is adorned with a diadem ; whoſe 
correſpondents are illuſtrious princess; 


whoſe rich traders diſpute ſovereignty 


with kings; who ſees every maritime 


power, either as her allies or dependents ; 


and who made herſelf neceſſary or formi- 
dable to all nations.'—* She was puffed 


up with the glory of poſſeſſing the em- 


pire of the ſea; of being the ſeat of uni- 
verſal commerce; of giving birth to the 
moſt famous colonies; of having within 
her walls merchants, whoſe credit, riches 
and ſplendor, equalled them to the * 
ces of the earth -T. 


As an extenſive and beneficial trade ex- 


_ cites pride, it procures luxury. The luxury 


of the Tyrians, and the pompous diſplay 
of their grandeur, the prophet Ezekiel par- 
ticularly deſcribes in this chapter. 
Another vice with which they ſtand 
charged inthe book of God, iscruelty; which 
* Ifaiah xxiii. 8. - Ezek. xxvii. 3. and xxviii. 2. 


+ Rollin's Ancient Hiſtory, Vol. iv. p. 442. 
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was ſtrikingly exemplified, Firſt, in the 


inſulting, taunting manner in which they 
treated the Jewiſh nation after they were 
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar. Ty- 
rus hath ſaid againſt Jeruſalem, Aha, ſhe 
1s broken that was the gates of the peo- 
ple : ſhe is turned unto me ; I ſhall be 
repleniſhed now ſhe is laid waſte.”'* And, 
Secondly, in buying and ſelling the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, like cattle in their markets. 
The children alſo of Judah, and the 
children of Jeruſalem have ye s0LD un- 
to the Grecians, that ye might remove 
them far from their border. They de- 
livered up the whole captivity to Edom, 
and remembered not the brotherly cove- 
© nant}: i. e. the friendly alliance for- 
merly entered into between Hiram king of 
Tyre and David ; and afterward between 
Hiram and Solomon ester. — Our 
text likewiſe informs us, that © they traded 
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the perſons of men, whom they bought 


of JAvaN, the Grecians; TuBAaL, the Ibe- 
ri and Albanians; and ME SHE CH, the Cap- 


* Ezek. i. 2, + Joel iii. 6. 4 Amos i. 9. 
padocians. 


(#1 

padocians, Theſe merchants bought men 
and women, in the ſeveral coun'riestowhich 
they belonged, or where the»: traded, and 
brought them to Tyre, and fold them for 
ſlaves. The Ionian and Grecian ſlaves 
were held in great eſtimation at their 
markets.“ 

For theſe vices of the Tyrians the an- 
ger of the Lord was kindled againſt them, 
and at ſundry times, and by divers pro- 
phets, he proclaimed their DESTRUCTION. 
© Thus faith the LorD: For three tranſ- 
greſſions of Tyrus, and for four, I will 
not turn away the puniſhment thereof; 
becauſe they delivered up the whole cap- 
tivity to Edom, and remembered not 
the brotherly covenant ; but I will ſend 
a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which ſhall 
£ devour the palaces thereof .“ Iſaiah 
ſays T, The Loxp of hoſts hath pur- 
* poſed it, to ſtain the pride of all glory, 
* and to bring into contempt all the ho- 
* nourable of the earth. Son of man, 
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ſay unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus 
faith the Lord Gop : Becauſe thine 

eart is lifted up, and thou haſt ſaid, 
I am a God, I fit in the feat of God 
in the midſt of the ſeas—therefore be- 
hold, I will bring ſtrangers upon thee, 
the terrible of the nations: and they 
ſhall draw their ſwords againſt the beau- 
ty of thy wiſdom, and they fhall defile 


thy brightneſs. They ſhall bring thee 


down to the pit, and thou fhalt die the 


deaths of them that are ſlain in the midſt 
of the ſeas *. —Son of man, Becauſe that 


Tyrus hath ſaid againſt Jeruſalem, Aha, 
ſhe is broken—therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord Gop; Behold J am againſt thee, 
O Tyrus, and will cauſe many nations 
to come up againſt thee, as the ſea 
cauſeth his waves to come up f.“ Once 


more: What have ye to do with me, O 


& 


Tyre and Sidon, and all the coaſt of 


* Paleſtine? will ye render me a recom- 


- 


penſe? and if ye recompenſe me, ſwift- 


ly and ſpeedily will I return your re- 


* Ezek. xxviii. 2. + Ezek. xxvi. 2, 


* compente 


/ 


/i 
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| compenſe upon your own head; Be- 
* cauſe ye have taken my filver and my 


gold, and have carried into your temples 
my goodly pleaſant things: The chil- 
dren alſo of Judah, and the children 


of Jeruſalem have ye $0LD unto: the 
* Grecians, that ye might remove them 


far from their border. Behold, I will 


* raiſe them out of the place whither ye 
* have ſold them, and will return your 


recompenſe upon your own head: And 


* I will sELL your ſons and your daugh- 
* ters. into the hand of the children of 


Judah, and they ſhall ſell them to the 


* Sabeans, to a people far off: for the 
* LoRD hath ſpoken it.—Proclaim ye this 


among the Gentiles *. 
If you collect the various denuncia- 


tions of divine vengeance againſt Tyre, 
you will perceive that they refer to diffe- 
rent events, which were accompliſhed at 
different pe: ods. Firſt, Tyre was to be 
taken and deſtroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 
and the ChaldzansF: afterward it was to 


Joel iii. 5—9. + Ifai.. xiti. 13. Ezek. xxvi. 
7 II. XXIX, 18, 19. &C, 


be 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
f 
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E 
be deſtroyed by fire *: and finally, after 


having ſeen more glorious days, it was to 1 
be totally ruined f. 
The light of hiſtory irradiates the pro- 
phecies. Hiſtory informs us, that, ſoon 
after the deſtruction of Jerufalem, Nebu- 
chadnezzar beſieged Tyre thirteen years, 
when Ithobal was upon the throne. 
About two hundred and fifty years 
F after this, Alexander in his career of 
| glory, or, ſhall I ſay, of infamy?—having 1 
gained the battle of the Granicus, and re- c 
duced all the provinces of Leſſer Aſia, at- J 
tacked Tyre, where he met with vigor- 
ous reſiſtance. But, animated by an un- 
bounded ambition, he perſevered till he 
triumphed over every obſtacle, and ftormed 
the city. Seven months unwearied aſ- 
ſiduity enabled him to form, with the ruins 
of the old city, a bank or cauſey, from 
the continent to the iſland, by means 
of which he took the new city Tyre, 
which he commanded to be ſet on fire, 
agreeably to the prediction of Ezekiel. 
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In ſtorming and taking the city eight 
thouſand were ſlain: they who ſurvived, 
and had not eſcaped to Carthage, were 
reſerved for a more cruel deſtiny: two 
thouſand were crucified, and THIRTY 
THOUSAND SOLD FOR SLAVES. They 
had before traded the perſons of men,” 
and now the ſcene is changed, and they 
are ſold as captives. Thus the prophecy 
of Joel is literally fulfilled. | 

A few years after Tyre roſe, like the 
fabulous Phenix from the aſhes, and a- 
gain ſaw happy days: but at laſt it was 
totally ruined, and became a place for 
fiſhers to ſpread their nets upon, as Eze- 
kiel predicted. Maundrell, in his journey 
from Aleppo to Jeruſalem *, ſpeaking of 
Tyre, has theſe remarkable words. This 
city, ftanding in the ſea upon a pe- 
ninſula, promiſes at a diſtance ſomething 
very magnificent. But when you come 
to it, you find no ſimilitude of that glory, 
for which it was fo renowned in ancient 


times, and which the prophet Ezekiel 


deſcribes, 


{14 ) 
deſcribes. On the north ſide it has an 
old Turkiſh ungarriſoned caſtle; beſides 
which you ſee nothing here, but a mere 
Babel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, &c. 
there being not ſo much as one entire 
Houſe left. Its preſent inhabitants are 
only a few poor wretches, harbouring 
themſelves in the vaults, and ſubſiſting 
chiefly upon fiſhing; who ſeem to be 
preſerved in this place by divine pro- 
vidence, as a viſible argument how God 
has fulfilled his word concerning Tyre, 
viz. That it ſhould be as the top of a 
© rock, a place for fiſhers to dry their 
© nets on . | 


Let us now pauſe a moment, and 


reflect on the viciſſitudes of time. Of 
the changing ſcenes of Tyre we have 
already ſpoken; and, were it neceſſary, 
we might remind you of many other 
cities and empires, whole glory is no more. 
The empires of the world, thoſe which 
are founded on the moſt ſolid baſis, and 


regulated by the moſt conſummate po- 


* Ezek. xxvi. xxvii. XXVill, , + Ezek, xxvi. 14. 


licy, 
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licy, are ſubject to mutation. Hiſtory 
informs us of many famous cities, and 
flouriſhing kingdoms that were ſhaken to 
their centre, and hurried to deſtruction. 
NINEVEH, that great city, is no more. 
© BABYLON the great is fallen, is fallen. 


The glory of kingdoms, the beauty of 


© the Chaldees excellency is as when God 
« overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
venerable ruins of PALMYRA proclaim its 
glory is departed. Where are now many 
other cities which once flouriſhed ? where 


are now many mighty empires which 


were once illuſtrious? The Egyptians, 
the Perſians, the Aſſyrians, the Greeks, 
and the Romans who excelled them all, 
where are they? How affeQting are the 
changes which Africa has experienced ! 
That very country, which once could boaſt 
the moſt eminent writers, and where Chriſ- 
tian churches flouriſhed, is now, compara- 
tively, a wilderneſs!—The changes which 


have taken place in our own country, 


though more happy, are not leſs remarkable. 
Before the Chriſtian æra, the inhabitants 


of theſe kingdoms were as uncultivated as 
the 


t 6 I 
the ſavages of Africa at this preſent time, 
While we rejoice in our profperity, let 
us not forget that profperity is fluctuat- 
ing . IR | | . 


Let 
* © Trade is a fluctuating thing: it paſſed from 
Tyre to Alexandria, from Alexandria to Venice, 
© from Venice to Antwerp, from Antwerp to Am- 
© fterdam and London, the Engliſh rivalling the 
« Dutch, as the French are now rivalling both. All 
nations almoft are wiſely applying themſelves to 
© trade; and it behoves thoſe who are in poſſeſſion 
c of it, to take the greateſt care that they do not loſe 
it. It is a plant of tender growth, and requires 
ſun, and ſoil, and fine feaſons, to make it thrive and 
© flouriſh, It will not grow like the palm tree, 
< which with the more weight and preflure riſes the 
© more. Liberty is a friend to that, as that is a 
< friend to liberty. But the greateſt enemy to both 
is licentiouſneſs, which tramples upon all law and 
© lawful authority, encourages riots and tumults, pro- 
© motes drunkenneſs and debauchery, ſticks at no- 
< thing to ſupply its extravagance, practiſes every art 
« of illicit gain, ruins credit, ruins trade, and will in 
e the end ruin liberty itſelf. Neither kingdoms nor com- 
< monwealths, neither public companies nor private 
< perſons, can long carry on a beneficial flouriſhing 
trade without virtue, and what virtue teacheth, ſo- 
< briety, induſtry, frugality, modeſty, honeſty, punc- 
© tuality, humanity, charity, the love of our country, 
| and 


A 


Bo 

Let us learn from the hiſtory before us 
the divinity of ſcripture. Ezekiel foretold, 
ſeveral years before it came to paſs, that 
Tyre would be taken by Nebuchadnezzar; 
an event which Iſaiah had predicted 
above an hundred years before. That 
Tyre would be deſtroyed by Alexander, 
was foretold, ſeveral centuries previous 
to the event, by the prophets Joel, Amos, 
Iſaiah, and Ezekiel. According to the 
common chronology of our Bible, Joel 
propheſied about eight hundred years 
before Chriſt, and Alexander conquered 
Tyre in the three hundred and thirty- 
ſecond year before Chriſt ; conſequently 
Joel foretold, about four hundred and 
ſeventy-eight years before the fatal pe- 
riod, that the Tyrians would be fold for 
ſlaves: and the preſent deſolate ſtate of 
Tyre was foretold much longer before it 
came to paſs. Events ſo remote could not 
have been foretold by the utmoſt exer- 
tion of finite intellects. Preſcience of ſu- 
© and the fear of God. The prophets will inform 
© us how the Tyrians loſt it; and the like cauſes will 


© always produce the like effects.“ Dr. Newton on 
the Prophecies, Vol. I. p. 322. 7th edit. 
B 


ture 


{ 18 ) 

ture events is a prerogative peculiar to 
Deity. Holy men in predicting the de- 
ſtiny of nations, ſpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Prophecy is a 
permanent miracle on earth: a voice which 
ſpeaks from Heaven, and proclaims its 
author to all nations and ages “. Pro- 
phecy, the light of which ſhineth more 
and more, is a ſtriking evidence of the 
divinity of ſcripture. 

We remark in the laſt place, that na- 
tional tins are productive of national judg- 
ments. The ſins of nations often intro- 
duce a train of calamities by way of na- 
tural conſequence : and ſometimes the 
hand of God more immediately appears 
changing the ſcenes of empire, and order- 
ing and diſpoling all events. The ca- 
lamities in which Tyre was involved 
were brought upon them, by the Go- 
vernor of nations, to puniſh their wick- 
edneſs in general, and in particular their 
cruelty in trading the perſons of men.” 

Would to God the practice of trading 
the © perſons of men' had been confined 


* Dr. Rutherford's View of Anc. Hiſ. 
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to Tyre! Would to God that we had 
not to reproach ourſelves with a traffic, ſo 
unjuſt in its nature, ſo ſinful in its cauſe, 
ſo dreadful in its effects! But, alas! the 
page of Britiſh hiſtory has been long 
ſullied with this diſgraceful commerce; 
a commerce which ſhocks the feelings of 
humanity; a commerce inconſiſtent with 
the genius of our excellent civil conſti- 
tution ; a commerce inimical to the ſpirit 
of the goſpel. —The very idea of trading 
the perſons of men ſhould kindle deteſta- 
tion in the breaſts of MEN—eſpecially of 
BRITONS—and above all of CHRISTIANS. 

I. You are MEN: reſpect humanity. 
Whatever is human ſhould intereſt your 
feelings. Conſult your feelings, and let 
them ſpeak. Liſten to your reaſon, and 
let that plead the cauſe of the oppreſſed 
Africans. 

Are not men naturally equal? The 
© rich and the poor meet together ; the 
© Lord is the maker of them all.“ Look 
a few years, a few centuries back, and 
view the undiſtinguiſhed duſt out of which 


were formed the prince upon the throne, 
D 2 and 


e 


(4 


and the peaſant in the cottage; the proud 


European Lord, and the poor Negro 
ſlave ; and let this proſpect mortify the 
pride of birth, and intereſt the African in 
your regard. * Have we not all one Fa- 
ther?“ Is not God the maker of us all? 
Did we not all ſpring from one common 
ſtock ? We all took our riſe from Adam: 


we all deſcended from Noah: we are all 


brothers and ſiſters, members of one great 
family. Let us love as brethren, be pi- 
* tiful, be courteous.” 


Are not men naturally free? Is not li- 
berty the gift of God to every man ? 
And can we trample on the ſacred rights 
of the human kind without invading the 
prerogative of Heaven ? There are natu- 


ral rights which belong to men, as men, 
and of which they ought not to be de- 
prived, if there were no civil government. 


Civil government 1s then only conducive 
to general happineſs, when it protects men 
in the enjoyment of their natural rights ; 
ſuch as their right to their lives, their 
limbs, their liberty, the fruit of their la- 


bour, and to the uſe, in common with 


others, 


CAT] 


others, of air, light, and water“. If 
you are more powerful than your neigh- 
bour, does power authoriſe you to deprive 
him of his rights? Tf you admit this— 
what do you do ?—You deſtroy the evi- 


dent diſtinction between power and right, 


and juſtify the ruffian who deprives you 
of your property, and the aſſaſſin who 
plunges the fatal dagger in the boſom of 
your friend. But upon what other prin- 
ciple can the Slave Trade be defended ? 
That men may forfeit their liberty by 
their crimes cannot be denied : but in 
Africa wars are often excited to enflave 
and trade the perſons of men who have 
NOT forfeited their natural rights. © I 
verily believe (faith Mr. Newton, a very 
intelligent, impartial and pious writer, 
who was once engaged in the Slave 
Trade, but of which he now repents), 
I verily believe that the far greater part 
of the wars in Africa would ceaſe, if the 
Europeans would ceafe to tempt them by 


* See Blackſtone's Commentaries on the Laws of 
England, Book I. Chap. i. Paley's Principles of 
Moral and Political Philoſophy, B. II. C. x. 
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offering goods for ſlaves.“ For *© ſuppoſ- 
ing the Negroes with for European goods, 
may not they wiſh to purchaſe them from 
a ſhip juſt arrived? Of courſe they muſt 
wiſh for ſlaves to go to market with; and 
if they have not ſlaves, and think them- 
ſelves ſtrong enough to invade their neigh- 
bours, they will probably wiſh for war. 
And if once they wiſh for it, how eaſy 
is it to find, or make, pretexts for break- 
ing an inconvenient peace; or (after the 
example of greater heroes, of chriſtian 
name) to make depredations without con- 
deſcending to aſſign any reaſons*! In 
theſe wars, it is ſuppoſed, more are ſlain 
than ſaved ; and if, upon a moderate 
calculation, A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
SLAVES are annually exported from Afri- 
ca, how great muſt be the number of 
thoſe who are killed in battle ! How af- 
fecting the thought! The earth is an acel- 
dama, and garments roll in blood. | 
They who are not ſlain in the field of 


* Mr. Newton's Thoughts on the African Slave 
Trade, p. 29, 30. 


war, 


8 
war, but taken captive by the conqueror, 
are reſerved for more tragic ſcenes. They 
experience miſeries beyond miſeries, in 
dreadful progreſſion.— When brought to 
the factories they are ſtripped, examined 
and marked. When conducted to the 
ſhips, they are chained two and two; 
and great numbers are {towed together in 
the holds of the ſhips, like goods of bur- 
den. It is no uncommon thing to ſee the 
living and the dead chained together ; for 
it is ſuppoſed that, at leaſt, one fourth 
die on board in the courſe of their voyage. 
Thoſe who live to reach their deſtined 
port in the colonies, are again ftripped, 
and again examined. After which a Rill 


more melancholy ſcene ariſes friends and 
relatives muſt part, never more to meet. 
Here you behold daughters clinging to 
their mothers, and mothers to their daugh- 
ters, in all the agonies of grief, bedewing 
each other with their tears, and pouring 
out their unavailing ſorrows. —There you 
ſee father, mother, and children, locked 
in each others arms, praying never to be 
ſeparated. Here the huſband and the wife, 
B 4 in 


tl 3 


in the moſt ſuppliant manner, earneſtly 
entreat not to be torn afunder. There 


are others ſtill weeping for their native 


{hore, and for their endearing connexions 
whom they have left behind. 

When ſold and conſigned to thoſe who 
purchaſe them, the moſt heart-piercing 
{cene ariſes. See the huſband and the wife, 
claſping their fond offspring in their arms, 
and with the moſt parental tenderneſs 
taking their final leave. But on this oc- 
caſion they are not permitted to continue 
long. If unwilling to depart, the flogger 
is called in, and then, in ſpite of them- 
ſelves, in ſpite of nature, they muſt ſepa- 
rate during the courſe of a wretched, but 
ſhort life. For cruel fare, hard labour, 
bloody chaſtiſements, and dejection of 
mind generally put a ſpeedy termination 
to their miſerable exiſtence. 

Thus the poor Negroes are punt like 
eattle, they are treated as cattle, and ſome- 
times put to death in the moſt brutal 
manner. It is well known in this me- 
tropolis, that more than one hundred 
llaves were thrown into the ſea, at one 
time 
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time, from on board a ſhip, when freſh 
water was ſcarce; to fix the loſs upon 
the underwriters, which otherwiſe, had 
they died on board, muſt have fallen up- 
on the owners of the veſſel. 

Thus the dignity of man is degraded by 
the treatment which the Africans receive. 
Thus we ſee human nature vilified, and 
brought down to a level with the brute 
ereation ! And can we ſee humanity in- 
ſulted, and not feel an indignant ſpirit ? 

Did not the laws of decency forbid to 
mention the ſhameful manner in which 
the African women are treated, indigna- 
tion would fire every female breaſt ; and 
if females only were to contribute, on this 
occaſion, a liberal collection would be 
raiſed. But carefully concealing every 

circumſtance which would raiſe the vir- 
tuous bluſh, we will mention one anec- 
dote recorded by Mr. Newton*: * A 
mate of a ſhip, in a long-boat, purchaſed 
a young woman with a fine child, of a- 
bout a year old, in her arms. In the 


* Page 18, 


night, 
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night, the child cried much, and diſturb- 
ed his ſleep. He roſe up in great anger, 
and ſwore, that if the child did not ceaſe 
making ſuch a noiſe, he would preſently 
ſilence it. The child continued to cry. 
At length he roſe up a ſecond time, tore 
the child from the mother, and threw it 
into the ſea. The child was ſoon filenced 
indeed, but it was not ſo eaſy to pacify 
the woman : ſhe was too valuable to be 
thrown overboard, and he was obliged to 
bear the ſound of her lamentations till 
he could put her on board his ſhip.“ Can 
a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 
ſon of her womb ? Ye affectionate mo- 
thers, when you feaſt your eyes on your 
little infants in your arms, think of this 
ſtory : and if you can, juſtify the Prac- 
tice of trading the perſons of men. 


II. You are BRITONs. | 
You love liberty. Is it poſſible to = a 
Briton, and not love liberty ? or, is it 
poſſible to love liberty, and not wiſh to 
Ong its mild and gentle influence ? 
x Shall 
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© Shall ſlavery be countenanced by a peo- 
ple, who are animated with that heroic 
paſſion, the love of liberty, beyond all 
nations ancient or modern; and the fame 
of whoſe toilſome but unwearied perſeve- 
rance, in vindicating, at the expence of 
life and fortune, the ſacred rights of man- 
kind, will ſtrike terror into the hearts of 
ſycophants and tyrants, and excite the 
admiration and gratitude of all good men 
to the lateſt poſterity * ? 

You are Britons, and enjoy liberty. 
Your natural rights are ſecured by the 
incomparable conſtitution of your coun- 
try. Magna Charta, the Petition of Rights, 
the Bill of Rights, and the Coronation 
Oath, are bulwarks of Engliſh liberty. 
Here, in this happy country, under the 
auſpices of liberty, genius has its moſt 
ample play, and conſcience enjoys great 
freedom; the tongue dares reveal the 
dictates: of the mind and the teelings 
of the heart; and life and property are 
inviolably ſecured. The ſpirit of our 


Pr. Beattie's Eſſay on Truth, p. 464. 
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conſtitution is ſo inimical to ſlavery, that 
to breathe Britiſh air is to be free. The 
moment the poor Negroe treads on the 
Engliſh ſhore his fetters drop, the yoke 
of {lavery is broken, and he who was a 
ſlave, Is free, and the laws of our coun- 
try will prote& his perſon and property. 

Here, ſervice is, as it ſhould every 
where be, voluntary and by contract. 
The authority of the maſter extends no 
farther than the terms or equitable con- 
ſtruction of the contract will juſtify. An 
obligation to labor for the benefit of the 
maſter without the contract or confent 
of the ſervant, is unknown in England. 
Here, the loweſt claſſes of ſociety are free, 
and equally with the higheſt ranks, are 
protected by the law. The Englith 
peaſant, who earns his bread by the 
ſweat of his brow, may delight him- 
ſelf with the ennobling thought that he 
was FREE BORN. He lives in his native 
eountry, and in the midſt of friends—his 
wife and children are not torn from him, 
and ſent to a diſtant part he is not con- 
fined to unreaſonable, unjuſt, and oppreſ- 
TY {ive 
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five maſters—he knows that he can never 
be fold as a beaſt, that he cannot be 
even ftricken with impunity, and that his 
children after him will be tree. 

* Surely,” may we all ſay, the lines 
are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and we 
have a goodly heritage. Why are we 
not now taking our farewell, our laſt 
farewell, of our deareſt friends, and moſt 
affectionate relatives? Why are we not 
now rattling our chains? Why are we 
not confined under the hatches of a {hip, 
with many other miſerable captives? Or, 
why are we not writhing under the heavy 
laſhes of a cruel driver ? O thou adorable 
Being! it is to thy goodneſs we owe our 
liberty! and ſhall we never pity thoſe 
who are doomed to ſlavery ? Forbid it, 
O thou common Parent of mankind ! 

We have been lately celebrating the 
auſpicious æra of the GLORIOUS REvO- 
- LUTION, when the royal diadem was 
taken from the head of an arbitrary 
Prince, and the Patrons of liberty ele- 
vated to the throne: and ſhall we be te- 
nacious of liberty at home, and rule with 

- nm 
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the iron rod of ſlavery abroad ? How ] 
inconſiſtent! How prepoſterous ! 

You are Britons, and celebrated for 
your generoſity. What country under 
Heaven can boaſt ſo many public cha- 
rities as abound in this favored ifle ? 
Every ſpecies of diſtreſs finds relief in 
the benevolence of our countrymen. And 
ſhall the moſt generous people upon earth 
countenance the ſufferings of the Afri- 
cans ? Shall they ſully the luſtre of their 
virtues at home, by their vices abroad? It 
is true we do not witneſs the various and 
complicated diſtreſſes of the poor Negroes: 
our midnight ſlumbers are not diſturbed 
by their heart-piercing groans : our pu- 
blic walks are not embittered by the fight 
of theſe miſerable objects: but their 
wretchedneſs is not leſs real, becauſe we 
ſee it not. No. While you fare /umptu- 
ouſly every day, thouſands and thouſands 
of your unhappy brethren are groaning 
under all the agonies of woe, to furniſh 
your tables with the luxuries of life. 

You are Britons, and ſhould feel con- 
cern for the 1% of ſeamen who are de- 

_ ftroyed 
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ſtroyed by this inhuman traffic. It is 
computed that no leſs than ſixteen hun- 
dred annually die, through the concur- 
rence of various unfavourable circum- 


ſtances . 


Once more: You are Britons, and ſhould 
be concerned for the proſperity of your coun- 
try, which is intimately connected with 
national virtue“ If there be a God, and 
that there is all nature cries aloud through 
all her works”-—if he be the ruler over 
nations—-if the ſceptre of his kingdom be a 
right ſceptre—if a nation be conſidered, 
in a moral light, as a perſon, conſiſting of 
a body, ſoul, and duration of life--and if 
there be no future -ceconomy in which a 
nation, as ſuch, will be rewarded or pu- 
niſhed, it follows, as a neceſſary conſe- 
quence, that national fins are puniſhed, 
in this world, by national judgments. 
And upon this principle have we no rea- 
fon to tremble? We have ſeen the vices 


and deſtruction of Tyre, and if fimilar 


cauſes produce ſimilar effects, where are 
we ?---If the Sovereign Lord of all regard 


* Newton, p. 13. 


the 
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the cry of the priſoner, the voice of the 
captive, the lamentation of human miſery : 
if he avenge the blood of his ſervants: if he 
ſay O earth, earth, earth, cover not their 
blood : if their blood cry to Heaven for 
vengeance upon this nation : and if their 
blood be required of us—O ENGLAND! 
ENGLAND! words are wanting to de- 
ſcribe the horrors of thy doom But 
1 hope better things, though I thus ſpeak: 
The fpirit of the nation is rouſed; and 
Parliamentary wiſdom will be foon em- 
ployed in deviſing means to redreſs the 
miſerable : this, I truſt, through the bleſ- 
ſing of God, will prove a lengthening to 
our national 4 


= Lil. Finally : You are CHRISTIANS, 
and, as ſuch, cannot conſiſtently juſtify 
the Slave Trade. Conſider the com- 
mands you are to obey ; the example you 
are to imitate ; the genius of the rehgion 
you profeſs, and the proſpect 2 18 
opened to your view. 


* See Mr. Robinſon's Sermon on this ſubject, in- 
titled, “ Slavery inconſiſtent with the Spirit of Chriſttan- 
ztys | 

Con- 
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.. Conſider the comnmangs, 8 are to obey. 
of the Golpe el, "requires you to Jo to others 
as you would have them do to you. Are 
you free? Are you willing to be deprived 
of your natural rights? Would vou leave 


Four native country, and ſubmit to the 


laſh of cruel taſk-maſters ? Then why 
ſhould that liberty be taken from others, 
of which you are juſtly tenacious? The 
Precepts which are addreſſed to maſters 


breathe the, moſt liberal ſpirit®, | Malers, | 


give unto your ſervants that which js Juft 
and. equal: knowing that ven a 2% have a 


maſter in Heaven, neither is there reſbe# | 


of perſons with Bim. For he bas made 
of one. Blood all nations of men to belt 
apun the face of the earth}. DE 
heyy are called to follow the example 
of "Jeſus Chriſt, who came down from 
Heaven to proclaim Bberty to captives F, to 
deliver them from the tyranny of Satan, 
"On dominion _ the by, And the Empire 
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de vice, In the perſon of our great Re- 
deemer benevolence was the moſt pro- 
minent feature ; ' and in his life, the moſt 
pure, active, and extenſive benevolence 
was diſplayed. And how can we better 
exemplify his virtues than by endeavour- 
| ing to *© do good to all men? I would 
conſider the example of primitive chriſ- 
tians reſpecting ſlaves, 1 were not afraid | 
of being tedious*. 0 10 

Conſider the genius of your e 
religion calculated to inſpire univerſal be- 
nevolence, by teaching us that all man- 
kind are our Brethren; that they! tand if in 


* That the 8 Chriſtians were _ great e ex- 
pence in actually liberating Chriſtian ſlaves, and even 
in procuring liberty to enemies, is an undoubted fact. 
ACACIUS, biſhop of Amida, with the conſent of the 
clergy of his church, cauſed all the gold and filver plate 
and veſſels of their church to be melted down and 
fold, to redeem ſeven thouſand Perſians who were 
taken captive by the Roman army. The good bilhop, 
7 having ſet them free, generouſly fed them, gave them 
money, and ſent them to their prince, who, charmed 
with this noble inſtance of generoſity, deſired to ſee 
the biſhop; and this interview procured peace be- 
tween the contending powers. Caue s Prim. Chriſt. 


P. III. C. ii. p. 392, Encyc. Brit, (Acacius.) 
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the ſame common relation to God, the. 
univerſal Parent; and are all equally de- 


ſigned for another ſtate of exiſtence. Chriſ- 
tianity is not like Judaiſm, confined to 
one nation, and circumſcribed by local 
ceremonies; but it is deſigned for general 
reception; it 1s calculated for general utili- 


ty; and it will, in time, obtain general 


acceptation. | The kingdoms of this 
* world will all © become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and his Chriſt, and he ſhall 
reign for ever and ever.“ Then © Ethi- 
opia' will again * ſtretch out her hands 
unto God.“ But can we hope that this 
tranſporting period will come till the 
Slave Trade is aboliſhed? Is it probable 
that the poor Negroes will cordially em- 
brace Chriſtianity while they view it, in 
ſuch a horrid light, in the lives of pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians ? They cannot read our 
books, in which genuine Chriſtianity 18 
diſplayed: but they read the lives of 
many who aſſume the venerable Chriſtian 
name. — Action is an univerſal language, 
intelligible to all mankind. And how is 
_ Chriſtianity diſgraced by the actions of 
| "GS = ' thoſe, 
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thoſe, in whom the practice of trading the 
perſons of men has weakened the moral 
principle, and deſtroyed every humane 
affection! What ideas muſt the Negroes 
form of that ſyſtem of religion which, 
they naturally ſuppoſe, waere barba- 
rity ? 


Finally; realize the awful ſcenes which 
will be ſoon exhibited, when * every 
* bond man and every free man* will 
ſtand together at the bar of God. Then 
all local and civil diſtinctions will be done 
away ; the Slave will be as diſtinguiſhed 
as his Lord; no reſpect will be paid to 
perſons: but all will be impartially © judged 
* according to their works, whether they 
® have beth good or evil. May the proſpect 
of the great judgment-day induce us to ſhew 
mercy to the miſerable! left Jeſus Chrift 
then ſay unto us, I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me no meat: I was thirſty, and 
ye gave me no drink: I was a ſtranger, 
> and ye took me not in: naked, and ye 
elothed me not: fick, and in prifon, 

« and ye viſited me not—-For wein I fay 


* unto 
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* unto; you, inaſmuch: as ye did it not 
100 one of the leaſt, of theſe, e did it 


not to me*. 


I have 3 upon your ng _ 


fear I have exhauſted your patience, and 
will therefore conclude, by obſerving, that 
for ſome years paſt thoſe of our fellow 
Chriſtians who are denominated Friends, 
but more commonly Quakers, have taken 


the African Slave Trade into their ſerious 


and deliberate conſideration ; that, pene- 
trated with the horrors of trading the per- 


ſons of men, they have ſet their own ſlaves 


at liberty; that ſome of them employ their 
old ſlaves as day- labourers, and pay them 
their juſt wages; that the maſters find 


their account in it, as their farms anſwer 


better than before; and that, with a view 
to induce all Slave-holders to treat their 
flaves with humanity, a Society has 
been formed for effecting the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade.“ The Committee, for 
this purpoſe, having been already at con- 
ſiderable expence in examining various 
| witneſſes, and i in printing and diſperſing 


* Matt, v. 42, 48 43. 
many 


({ 385 9). 
many tracts upon the ſubject; ; and fore- 
ſeeing that a further heavy expence will 
be incurred, in ſupporting the application 
to Parliament, in the courſe of which it 
will be neceſſary to produce a variety 
of evidence ; they earneſtly and reſpect- 
fully folicit the aſſiſtance of every well- 
© wiſher to the abolition of this traffic. 
Some of our churches in the country have 
already made collections for this purpoſe, 
and other churches will, no doubt, follow 
their example *. May the benevo- 
lent purpoſes of the obe be crown- 
ed with fuccels ! Had I a voice that 


* The Elders, Miniſters, and Selman of the 
ſeveral Baptiſt Churches, who met in 3 at 
Portſmouth Common, May 14th and 15th, 1788, 
came to the following reſolution, © Agreed, as an Aſ- 
ſociation, thus publicly to expreſs our deepeſt ab- 
horrence of the SLAVE TRADE, and to recommend 
it earneſtly to the Miniſters and Members of all our 
Churches, to unite in promoting, to the utmoſt of 
their power, every ſcheme, that is or may be pro- 
- poſed, to procure the ABOLITION of a traffic ſo un- 
juſt, inhuman, and diſgraceful; and the continuance 
of which tends to counteract and deſtroy the opera- 
tion of the benevolent principles and fpirit of our 
Z>2mmon Chriſtianity.” 


K A, oo as 


would 


( 8] 


would reach from pole to pole, I would 
found forth the praiſes of thoſe who firſt 
engaged in the excellent work of ſetting 
captives free; I would exert my utmoſt 
endeavours to recommend their example; 
and ſay to every Slave - holder, in the 
language of my divine Maſter, GO, 
AND DO THOU LIKEWISE. 
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